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June 26, 2025

Re: NARRAGANSETT INDIAN TRIBE
Dear Federal and State Government Officials and Agencies:

I am the Chief Sachem of the Narragansett Indian Tribe and write to refute recent actions
challenging the lawful authority of the Narragansett Indian Tribe, as an autonomous Indian
Nation. :

In 1983, the Narragansett Indian Tribe was federally acknowledged and recognized by the
United States as an Indian nation with a government-to-government relationship with the United
States. (See, 48 Fed. Reg. 6177-78, Feb. 10, 1983). The Narragansett Tribe is the only federally
recognized and acknowledged Indian tribe in the State of Rhode Island and has long historical
relationship with the State of Rhode Island.

Over the past few months, there have been numerous e-mails by individuals claiming that they
are the rightful government of the Narragansett Indian Tribe, declaring themselves sachems of
the tribe and otherwise challenging the validity of the Narragansett Indian Tribe, its Chief
Sachem and Tribal Council. Unlike the historical warriors of the Narragansett people, these
individuals hide behind the dark cloud of the internet and social media.

One individual falsely asserting to be a Tribal member and is primarily responsible for the
malicious internet postings has identified himself as Shareff S. Champlin. He has been screened
previously by the Tribe’s Membership Committee and has been unable to provide the requisite
documentation to be eligible for membership in the Narragansett Indian Tribe.

These continued actions are malicious to the Tribe and misleading to the people-and
governments of both the United States and the State of Rhode Island, The Tribe will take any
necessary legal action to protect its sovereignty and its lawful members.

Please address any concerns regarding the lawful recognition of the Narragansett Indian Tribe,
its Chief Sachem and Tribal Council to me or attorney John F. Killoy, Jr. at (401) 792-9090.

Sincerely,

Chief Sachem Anthony Dean Stanton
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